
From Tab l e 23 one ca n see that Wa y ne County does not rank 

as high in S .E.A. 8 as o th er s t a ti s tic s in this report might 

i ndicate. Wayne Coun t y had the larg es t population in 1960 of 

a ny county in S .E. A . 8 and al l indications are that it main-

tains that distin c tlon t o d ay . Fa ce d with high un e mployment and 

an economy that, while growing, l agge d behind many of th e 

co unties in the coasta l r egio n of North Carolina, the c ounty 

officia ls pr ovi d ed funds in 1966 for a co unt y -wide Industrial 

Development Program dedicated t o : 

1. Pr ovi d e su pp o rt a nd services within its means to 

exi sting Wayne County manufa c turers . 

2. Pr ovide su pp or t for the co ntinuing d e v e lopm e nt of 

the agricul tural and industrial resources of the 

cou nt y. 

3 . Pr ov id e ass~ stan ce and information t o lo ca tion study 

t eams cond u c ting inv es tigations in the Wa y ne County 

area . 

4. Pr ov id e ass istan ce t o industrial firms and their 

personnel during r e l oca ti o n in the community. 

A full-time director was em pl oye d t o h ea d up th e Wa y ne Cou nt y 

Industridl Development Commiss i o n . This orga niz a ti o n repl ace d 

the Commi tt ee of 100 but works in co njun c ti o n with Go ld s b o ro 

Industries. This cou ld p oss ibl y be a turning p o int in Wa y n e 

Coun t y1s qu es t for more manufacturing jobs a nd pa yro lls. 

A bett e r p icture of Way n e County1s manufa c turing industries 

ca n be d er iv e d by s tud y in g what is co mm o nl y ca ll e d its "i ndu s-

t ri a l mix . " 

stabllity. 

ThlS is neces sa ry in or d er t o access its h ea lth a nd 

Different typ es of industries r eac t t o r ecessions 

o r economlC fluctuations in the eco n omlC cyc l e in a vari e ty 

o f ways . Diversification and conce ntr a ti o n of eco n o mi c 

activities t end to cont ribut e t o a stable eco n omy . 1I, •• where 

the re is spread of em pl oyment an d payrolls amo ng 

firms, more stable condltions a re a pt t o e xist . 115 
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